
Text Author Lexile Internet Link to Text

“Paul Revere’s Ride”
Henry Wadsworth 

Longfellow
1610 http://www.bartleby.com/42/789.html

“O Captain! My Captain!” Walt Whitman 590 http://www.bartleby.com/142/193.html

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry Mildred D. Taylor 920

“Chicago” Carl Sandburg 1600 http://carl-sandburg.com/chicago.htm

The Diary of Anne Frank: A Play
Frances Goodrich and Albert 

Hackett
1030-1080

http://books.google.com/books?id=vHKyQvMrsCgC&prints

ec=frontcover&dq=The+Diary+of+Anne+Frank:+A+Play&hl=

en&ei=69xGTfqqNYiSgQfM-

ZTbAQ&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=book-

thumbnail&resnum=1&ved=0CDwQ6wEwAA#v=onepage&

q&f=false

“I, Too, Sing America" Langston Hughes 610 http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/15615

“Letter on Thomas Jefferson” John Adams 700
http://books.google.com/books?id=EsKmXtW2N-

8C&lpg=PA1&dq=adams%20on%20adams&pg=PA67#v=tw

opage&q&f=true

Narrative of the Life of Frederick 

Douglass

an American Slave, Written by Himself

Frederick Douglass 1080 http://www.gutenberg.org/files/23/23-h/23-h.htm

“Blood, Toil, Tears and Sweat:

Address to Parliament on May 13th, 

1940”

Winston Churchill 860 http://www.historyplace.com/speeches/churchill.htm

Harriet Tubman: Conductor on the 

Underground Railroad
 Ann Petry 1000

http://books.google.com/books?id=ajS_bV2zGmIC&printse

c=frontcover&dq=Harriet+Tubman:+Conductor+on+the+Un

derground+Railroad&hl=en&ei=0NNGTYqoOMnogAer6fCJA

g&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CDE

Q6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=false

Exemplar Texts to be Used in United States History  
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Preamble and First Amendment

to the United States Constitution (1787, 

1791)

United States 1360
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/bill_of_rights_t

ranscript.html

A Night to Remember Walter Lord 950

http://books.google.com/books?id=jiWUlzNdwWIC&prints

ec=frontcover&dq=A+Night+to+Remember&hl=en&src=bm

rr&ei=md5GTfCzMsHYgAfKvYDiAQ&sa=X&oi=book_result&

ct=book-

thumbnail&resnum=1&ved=0CCgQ6wEwAA#v=onepage&q

&f=false

The Great Fire Jim Murphy 1130

This Land Was Made for You and Me:

The Life and Songs of Woody Guthrie
Elizabeth Partridge 1020

Freedom Walkers:

The Story of the Montgomery Bus 

Boycott

Russell Freedman 1110

http://books.google.com/books?id=RiGuOpu3iBcC&printse

c=frontcover&dq=%22Freedom+Walkers:&hl=en&ei=5d5G

TfjiAYvfgQeWzfncAQ&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&res

num=1&ved=0CDsQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=false

Words We Live By:

Your Annotated Guide to the Constitution
Linda R. Monk 1100

“Speech to the Second Virginia 

Convention"
Patrick Henry 980 http://www.historyplace.com/speeches/henry.htm

The Killer Angels Michael Shaara 610

http://books.google.com/books?id=U72awDmOvxcC&print

sec=frontcover&dq=the+killer+angels&hl=en&ei=1dRKTdSx

KYS8lQeXtOVA&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=

2&ved=0CDkQ6AEwAQ#v=onepage&q&f=true

The Book Thief Marcus Zusak 730

http://books.google.com/books?id=veGXULZK6UAC&prints

ec=frontcover&dq=the+book+thief&hl=en&src=bmrr&ei=k

dRKTdCZFIS0lQeovvXYDw&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result

&resnum=1&ved=0CDkQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=true

“Farewell Address” George Washington 1330 http://www.bartleby.com/43/24.html

“Gettysburg Address” Abraham Lincoln 1220 http://www.bartleby.com/43/36.html
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http://books.google.com/books?id=RiGuOpu3iBcC&printsec=frontcover&dq=%22Freedom+Walkers:&hl=en&ei=5d5GTfjiAYvfgQeWzfncAQ&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CDsQ6AEwAA
http://books.google.com/books?id=RiGuOpu3iBcC&printsec=frontcover&dq=%22Freedom+Walkers:&hl=en&ei=5d5GTfjiAYvfgQeWzfncAQ&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CDsQ6AEwAA
http://books.google.com/books?id=RiGuOpu3iBcC&printsec=frontcover&dq=%22Freedom+Walkers:&hl=en&ei=5d5GTfjiAYvfgQeWzfncAQ&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CDsQ6AEwAA
http://books.google.com/books?id=RiGuOpu3iBcC&printsec=frontcover&dq=%22Freedom+Walkers:&hl=en&ei=5d5GTfjiAYvfgQeWzfncAQ&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CDsQ6AEwAA
http://www.historyplace.com/speeches/henry.htm
http://books.google.com/books?id=U72awDmOvxcC&printsec=frontcover&dq=the+killer+angels&hl=en&ei=1dRKTdSxKYS8lQeXtOVA&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=2&ved=0CDkQ6AEwAQ
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“Second Inaugural Address” Abraham Lincoln 1310 http://www.gutenberg.org/dirs/etext90/linc211h.htm

“State of the Union Address” Franklin Delano Roosevelt 1070
http://www.historyplace.com/speeches/fdr-third-

inaug.htm

The Grapes of Wrath John Steinbeck 680

http://books.google.com/books?id=bhJgd3hGdxQC&prints

ec=frontcover&dq=the+grapes+of+wrath&hl=en&ei=F9RKT

fq7KMGAlAeWsOg3&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resn

um=1&ved=0CCsQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=true

To Kill A Mockingbird Harper Lee 870

“I Am an American Day Address” Learned Hand 850
http://www.criminaljustice.org/public.nsf/enews/2002e67

?opendocument

“Remarks to the Senate in Support

of a Declaration of Conscience”
Margaret Chase Smith 1210

http://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/history/resources/p

df/SmithDeclaration.pdf

“Letter from Birmingham Jail” Martin Luther King, Jr. 1250 http://abacus.bates.edu/admin/offices/dos/mlk/letter.html

“I Have a Dream: Address Delivered at 

the

March on Washington, D.C., for Civil 

Rights on August 28, 1963”

Martin Luther King, Jr. 1140
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/mlkihaveadre

am.htm

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings Maya Angelou 950

http://books.google.com/books?id=Z2q_1A0nlvIC&printsec

=frontcover&dq=I+Know+Why+the+Caged+Bird+Sings&hl=

en&ei=Cd9GTYDtJon2gAfJq_jKAQ&sa=X&oi=book_result&c

t=book-

thumbnail&resnum=1&ved=0CDAQ6wEwAA#v=onepage&q

&f=false

“Hope, Despair and Memory” Elie Wiesel 720

http://books.google.com/books?id=hfxnpK0TQp4C&pg=PA

174&dq=%E2%80%9CHope,+Despair+and+Memory%E2%8

0%9D&hl=en&ei=I99GTfPqPI6SgQe209SaAg&sa=X&oi=boo

k_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CC0Q6AEwAA#v=one

page&q=%E2%80%9CHope%2C%20Despair%20and%20Me

mory%E2%80%9D&f=false

“Address to Students at Moscow State 

University”
Ronald Reagan 1100

http://www.reagan.utexas.edu/archives/speeches/1988/0

53188b.htm

http://www.gutenberg.org/dirs/etext90/linc211h.htm
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http://books.google.com/books?id=Z2q_1A0nlvIC&printsec=frontcover&dq=I+Know+Why+the+Caged+Bird+Sings&hl=en&ei=Cd9GTYDtJon2gAfJq_jKAQ&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=book-thumbnail&resnum=1&ved=0CDAQ6wEwAA
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http://www.reagan.utexas.edu/archives/speeches/1988/053188b.htm


“A Quilt of a Country" Anna Quindlen 1020
http://www.newsweek.com/2001/09/27/a-quilt-of-a-

country.html

Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee:

An Indian History of the American West
 Dee Brown 1080

http://books.google.com/books?id=gmcrDcOyioQC&prints

ec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onep

age&q&f=false

Son of the Morning Star: Custer and the 

Little Bighorn
Evan S. Connell 1120

http://books.google.com/books?id=f7uQZPCvPPcC&printse

c=frontcover&dq=Son+of+the+Morning+Star:+Custer+and+

the+Little+Bighorn&hl=en&ei=MdJGTZfDFYXEgAfhueXVAQ

&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CDgQ

6AEwAA#v=onepage&q=Son%20of%20the%20Morning%20

Star%3A%20Custer%20and%20the%20Little%20Bighorn&f=

false

Cod: A Biography of the Fish That 

Changed the World
Mark Kurlansky 1200

http://books.google.com/books?id=czRsuc9K18wC&printse

c=frontcover&dq=Cod:+A+Biography+of+the+Fish+That+Ch

anged+the+World&hl=en&src=bmrr&ei=kN1GTdrqA8zqgQf

SxbSEAg&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=book-

thumbnail&resnum=1&ved=0CCwQ6wEwAA#v=onepage&q

&f=false

Black, Blue and Gray: African Americans 

in the Civil War
Jim Haskins 1280

The Longitude Prize Joan Dash 1160

The Declaration of Independence Thomas Jefferson 1950
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/16780/16780-h/16780-

h.html

The Bill of Rights (Amendments One 

through Ten

of the United States Constitution)

United States 1610
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/bill_of_rights_t

ranscript.html

“Lee Surrenders to Grant, April 9th, 

1865”
Horace Porter 1310

“Abraham Lincoln and the Self-Made 

Myth"
Richard Hofstadter 1160

Declaration of Sentiments Seneca Falls Conference 1360 http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/Senecafalls.html

http://www.newsweek.com/2001/09/27/a-quilt-of-a-country.html
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http://books.google.com/books?id=czRsuc9K18wC&printsec=frontcover&dq=Cod:+A+Biography+of+the+Fish+That+Changed+the+World&hl=en&src=bmrr&ei=kN1GTdrqA8zqgQfSxbSEAg&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=book-thumbnail&resnum=1&ved=0CCwQ6wEwAA
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/16780/16780-h/16780-h.html
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/16780/16780-h/16780-h.html
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/bill_of_rights_transcript.html
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/bill_of_rights_transcript.html
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/Senecafalls.html


“What to the Slave Is the Fourth of July?:

An Address Delivered in Rochester, New 

York, on 5 July 1852”

Frederick Douglass 1020 http://afgen.com/douglas.html

An American Primer Edited by Daniel J. Boorstin 1490

“On Being Brought From Africa to 

America”
Phyllis Wheatley 1100

http://www.vcu.edu/engweb/webtexts/Wheatley/brought.

html

“Education” Ellen Condliffe Lagemann 1400

http://books.google.com/books?id=Ti4RHFbR7ygC&printse

c=frontcover&dq=%E2%80%9CEducation%E2%80%9D+Elle

n+Condliffe+Lagemann&source=bl&ots=zQSWsdmZa5&sig=-

yfa30hNTiy6QYMX0fzqNdTnbjk&hl=en&ei=zQJLTY3DCcX_lg

fh6PUi&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0

CBwQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=true

The Great Gatsby F. Scott Fitzgerald 1070

http://books.google.com/books?id=FV5R6_FgLUAC&prints

ec=frontcover&dq=the+great+gatsby&hl=en&src=bmrr&ei=

H9NKTfOaOsKblgf6zagH&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&

resnum=1&ved=0CDIQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=true

What They Fought For 1861–1865 James M. McPherson 1110

The American Reader: Words that Moved 

a Nation, 2nd Edition
1180

America’s Constitution: A Biography Akhil Reed Amar 1380

http://books.google.com/books?id=4bVBs5OOkFEC&prints

ec=frontcover&dq=America%E2%80%99s+Constitution:+A+

Biography&hl=en&src=bmrr&ei=hdpGTeGNMcrZgQfug_SIA

g&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=book-

thumbnail&resnum=1&ved=0CCgQ6wEwAA#v=onepage&q

&f=false

1776 David McCullough 1300

6-8 Grade Band

9-10 Grade Band

http://afgen.com/douglas.html
http://www.vcu.edu/engweb/webtexts/Wheatley/brought.html
http://www.vcu.edu/engweb/webtexts/Wheatley/brought.html
http://books.google.com/books?id=FV5R6_FgLUAC&printsec=frontcover&dq=the+great+gatsby&hl=en&src=bmrr&ei=H9NKTfOaOsKblgf6zagH&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CDIQ6AEwAA
http://books.google.com/books?id=FV5R6_FgLUAC&printsec=frontcover&dq=the+great+gatsby&hl=en&src=bmrr&ei=H9NKTfOaOsKblgf6zagH&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CDIQ6AEwAA
http://books.google.com/books?id=FV5R6_FgLUAC&printsec=frontcover&dq=the+great+gatsby&hl=en&src=bmrr&ei=H9NKTfOaOsKblgf6zagH&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CDIQ6AEwAA
http://books.google.com/books?id=FV5R6_FgLUAC&printsec=frontcover&dq=the+great+gatsby&hl=en&src=bmrr&ei=H9NKTfOaOsKblgf6zagH&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=1&ved=0CDIQ6AEwAA
http://books.google.com/books?id=4bVBs5OOkFEC&printsec=frontcover&dq=America%E2%80%99s+Constitution:+A+Biography&hl=en&src=bmrr&ei=hdpGTeGNMcrZgQfug_SIAg&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=book-thumbnail&resnum=1&ved=0CCgQ6wEwAA
http://books.google.com/books?id=4bVBs5OOkFEC&printsec=frontcover&dq=America%E2%80%99s+Constitution:+A+Biography&hl=en&src=bmrr&ei=hdpGTeGNMcrZgQfug_SIAg&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=book-thumbnail&resnum=1&ved=0CCgQ6wEwAA
http://books.google.com/books?id=4bVBs5OOkFEC&printsec=frontcover&dq=America%E2%80%99s+Constitution:+A+Biography&hl=en&src=bmrr&ei=hdpGTeGNMcrZgQfug_SIAg&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=book-thumbnail&resnum=1&ved=0CCgQ6wEwAA
http://books.google.com/books?id=4bVBs5OOkFEC&printsec=frontcover&dq=America%E2%80%99s+Constitution:+A+Biography&hl=en&src=bmrr&ei=hdpGTeGNMcrZgQfug_SIAg&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=book-thumbnail&resnum=1&ved=0CCgQ6wEwAA
http://books.google.com/books?id=4bVBs5OOkFEC&printsec=frontcover&dq=America%E2%80%99s+Constitution:+A+Biography&hl=en&src=bmrr&ei=hdpGTeGNMcrZgQfug_SIAg&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=book-thumbnail&resnum=1&ved=0CCgQ6wEwAA
http://books.google.com/books?id=4bVBs5OOkFEC&printsec=frontcover&dq=America%E2%80%99s+Constitution:+A+Biography&hl=en&src=bmrr&ei=hdpGTeGNMcrZgQfug_SIAg&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=book-thumbnail&resnum=1&ved=0CCgQ6wEwAA
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